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The State Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH) Title V Program for Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs (CYSHCN), in collaboration with: Connecticut-Kids As Self-Advocates (CT-KASA), Parent to Parent of Connecticut, Parents Available to Help Inc. (PATH), Family Advocacy for Children’s Mental Health, Inc. (FAVOR), the Epilepsy Foundation of CT, Connecticut State Department of Education Bureau of Special Education (SDE/BSE), and the Department of Social Services Bureau of Rehabilitation Services (DSS/BRS), is requesting $ 896,245 over three years to integrate and improve access to a statewide comprehensive, community based, family-centered system of care for CYSHCN and their families in Connecticut.

This proposal represents the collaborative knowledge and resources of Connecticut state agencies, youth and family and self-advocacy groups, and community based organizations.  The Project will be administered by the Department of Public Health, the state Title V agency and receive direction and input from the CT DPH Medical Home Advisory Council. The project will be operated with considerable participation from two state agencies and youth/family consumer organizations including; CT-KASA, a grassroots network of youth with special needs and their friends speaking on behalf of themselves; PATH Parent to Parent of CT, Inc., a family support and resources network; FAVOR, Inc a statewide family advocacy organization; and the Epilepsy Foundation of CT; and the two state agencies which provide educational and vocational supports to children, youth, and adults with special health care needs.           

The primary outcome of the Project will be to address significant barriers to successful transition for youth with special health care needs to all aspects of adult life. The Project will build upon the accomplishments and strengthen the efforts of the CT CYSHCN Program and the CT Medical Home Initiative for CYSHCN. This project will achieve this through three goals:  (1) Build system capacity to successfully transition adolescents and young adults with complex health needs and/or disabilities to all aspects of adulthood; (2) Nurture linkages between healthcare specialists, educational services, vocational services, out-of-home care, family support, public and private payers to ensure community services are organized and easy to use; (3) Promote family-centered care by strengthening the partnership between children and youth with special health care needs (CYSHCN) and families with primary health care providers in medical homes. 

