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PROJECT ABSTRACT
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PROBLEM:  Families have long expressed how challenging it can be to access and coordinate services for their children and youth with special health care needs (CYSHCN). The federal Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB), in partnership with family advocates, state Title V programs, and health professionals, have been working toward the development of community-based systems of care through the provision of medical homes in order to improve the overall health and quality of life for children, youth and families. Although the State of Nebraska has long provided a network of access to specialty services, there is much work to be done in the integration of community-based primary care into that system. 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:  Through partnership with the Nebraska Medically Handicapped Children’s Program and the Nebraska Family-to-Family Information Center, the Boys Town Institute for Child Health Improvement proposes the following goals and objectives: Goal 1: Families will be included as partners in all levels of decision making for their CYSHCN. Obj1. Assemble workgroup of families, youth, health professionals and Title V staff to assess current linkages and coordination between State and community-based programs. Obj 2. Assess State and community-based programs for family involvement, integration of family-centered and youth-driven care principles, and cultural competence. Obj 3. Provide training on family-professional partnerships and cultural competence to community health care professionals, families and youth across the State through Title V clinics. Goal 2: CYSHCN will receive comprehensive, coordinated health and related services through a Medical Home. Obj 1. Improve the quality of health care services to CYSHCN through implementation of practice-based learning collaboratives that focus on care coordination, screening, access to care and transitions. Obj 2. Develop formal advisory role for families in community-based primary care practices. Obj 3. Develop strategies to spread medical home strategies to all primary care practices across the State Obj 4. Improve infrastructure and functional capacity to sustain the medical home model and child-health QI activities on a statewide basis; Goal 3: All children will receive early and continuous screening for special health care needs through their medical home. Obj 1. Expand developmental screening and surveillance in medical homes. Obj 2. Collaborate with Early Development Network to improve referral and follow-up to early intervention programs through medical homes. Obj 3. Partner with State and local programs to develop social marketing campaign on developmental screening and access to medical homes.  
ACTIVITIES:  The activities planned to attain goals and objectives include implementation of a statewide medical home learning collaboratives; expanding public-private partnerships, and enhancing the participation of families and youth, especially those from diverse cultural and ethnic backgrounds in medical homes, in communities and at the State. A mixed method approach will be used to assess efficiency and effectiveness of project processes and outcomes.  Methods include surveys, interviews, observation, chart review, quantitative analysis, and frequent planning with and reporting to project staff. 
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