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Background:

Support for the Medical Home concept in Colorado is broad.  In the 2007 legislative session two landmark bills were passed in Colorado, SB-130 and 211.  The focus of these bills was to provide medical homes for children and to require measurement of medical home as a quality standard for pediatric health care.  Both of these legislated Acts are helping Colorado’s Department of Health Care Policy and Financing collaborate with the Title V Colorado Medical Home Initiative to increase provider acceptance of public insurance programs and to develop quality standards for pediatric health care.  While legislation of medical home represents statewide commitment to the medical home concept, these efforts do not resolve the comprehensive systemic issues faced throughout the state of Colorado.  Colorado needs to change the paradigm of the pediatric health care system for all families and children.  It is not just an issue of access to medical care or identifying quality standards.  Our state needs to develop an infrastructure that will pull together the fragmented pieces of our health care system to improve health outcomes for children.  The paradigm shift includes 1) health and related providers functioning as a team; 2) families becoming critical members of the team; 3) all providers, families and health system professionals becoming dedicated to the enhancement and coordination of medical, mental and oral health care for all children.
Methods:


Funds from MCHB will provide critical support to connect state level infrastructure with local public health implementation of the medical home concept using evidenced based strategies such as learning collaboratives.  We propose to create Medical Home Quality Improvement Teams that would operate on the local level to enhance and coordinate what already exists in communities with support from the active state level Medical Home State Implementation teams.  Our overall goal is to improve the quality and cost effectiveness of pediatric health care by providing technical assistance and resources to communities, families and health care providers of direct care as well as evaluating improvements and measuring cost savings.
Outcomes:


The Colorado Title V Program for Children with Special Health Care Needs (HCP) has accomplished truly remarkable progress in recent years without supplemental funding.  We believe that with additional grant funds we will advance to important next steps by solidifying key community, family and youth partnerships.  Lessons learned through this process will help guide others within Colorado and nationally as we all look to the goal of a Medical Home for every American.  Products will be developed and disseminated that describe our process and outcomes.

