PROJECT ABSTRACT


Project Title:
Link Up Nevada, Integrated Services for Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs 

Applicant:

Family TIES of Nevada, Inc., an affiliate of Family Voices

Address:

3100 Mill Street, Suite #117; Reno, NV 89502

Project Director:
Marcia O’Malley; Executive Director

Contact Information:
775-823-9500; fax 775-323-2205; momalley@familytiesnv.org 

Website:
www.familytiesnv.org
Project Description: Family TIES of Nevada in partnership with the Nevada Title V agency proposes a multi-level, statewide development of a coordinated community-based system of care for CYSHCN and their families that incorporates all six Maternal and Child Health Core Out​comes and a number of corresponding Healthy People 2010 objectives. The steps for achiev​ing the proposed goals build upon a foundation formed over the past decade by the State of Nevada through five Real Choice Systems Change grants (funded by CMS), and by the Nevada Family to Family Health Information and Education Center, Family Voices of Nevada, the Nevada Strategic Plan for People with Disabilities, and the Interagency Transition Advisory Board. 

The Need: Care for children and youth with special health care needs (CYSHCN) in Nevada is fragmented and difficult to access as documented in recent national and statewide needs assess​ments. Families face enormous obstacles to getting appropriate insurance and medical care for their children and often find themselves in an impenetrable maze of bureaucracy once they locate services. Link Up Nevada will focus on two goals: a) Build a family-centered, community-based, culturally competent system of care for children and youth with special health care needs and their families in Nevada through community partnership; and b) Sustain the system of care by incorporating best practices and quality improvement processes.
The Services: Family TIES staff, assisted by Title V staff and project partners, will identify two pediatrician and two family physician practices across the state and provide them with medical home training and health and family support screenings. We will evaluate their effectiveness in identifying CYSHCN, making referrals, and providing care coordination services. Families will be assisted in identifying ways to pay for health care. Project staff will identify and address state agencies policies to minimize barriers the families encounter when applying for and maintaining public health cover​age. In collaboration with our project partners, we will also host an annual summit on transition for youth with special health care needs. During our first year, we will iden​ti​fy individuals to participate in the Project Learning Collaborative associated with this grant initiative and support their attendance during grant year two and three. These proposed activi​ties will serve to implement activities that are included in existing long-term state planning docu​ments that were developed by parents of CYSHCN, the Nevada Advisory Council for CYSHCN, affiliated community organizations, and state staff. Improved access to a medical home and family-centered care will perpetuate improvements in the others areas of identified need, i.e., improved coordination of care, higher-quality and cost-effective treatment, identifica​tion of medical and non-medical services, parents partnering with professionals to help their children achieve their maximum potential and self-sufficiency skills for their adult life. Evalua​tion and feedback mechanisms are described, and project activities and accomplishments will be included in Nevada’s annual Title V Maternal and Child Health block grant report. 

The Population groups to be served: Link Up Nevada will focus its efforts on the 65,900 CYSHCN in our state and their families with particular emphasis on those served by the identified pediatric and family physician practices and high school aged youth.

